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SURTECT: TALON (Brodifacoum) Use at the National Zoo
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on 4/6/34 (10 0an to 12:00pm) R. Fafrimger, R. Balcamb, R, Matheny ard
Wm, Jacots of IRB/RD met with Dr. Peratino and four other veterinarians
at the hospital /research facility at the#ational Zoo. Dr. Peratino had
called earlier regarding their experiencé in the use of brodifacoum (an
ICI product) to control rodent pests throughout the 200 camplex and at
their facility at Front Royal, About a dozen birds have died after
alledgedly consuming insects, mainly crickets which presumably had fed
on Talon bait placed inside bait boxes. Residues of Talon were identi-
fied in the birds by ICI, the registrant, This phenegmenon had been
experienced at the Ph¥lad@iphia 200 three years ago, according te the

Jarvary 1981 issue OE_W News,
est lowtrs

Bait stations have been removed franm bird emclosures, Currently the

preduct is dispensed only in bait stations in mammal areas. Other rodent
controls used inwlve snap ard live traps, warfarin, and glue boards,

While rats are present throughout the zeoo preper, the primary and most
numercys and bothersame rodent pest is the house mouse, The use of Epi-
Blok, an acute toxicant with sterilant properties may be used experimental ly
it the zoo shortly.

Dr, Peratino showed us galvanized metal boxes which measured approximately
4' x 1' x 1" with two entrances on either end. These boxes have a# hinged
canter top with a hasp amd lock, Wi, Jacobs suggested imsertion of a 2 to
or 3 inch baffle about 6 inches inside either end to erhance safety.

We were shown the severity of the mouse problem inside ard outside avian
the comstruction of natural-like settings for birds and
- facilitates public viewing, it has resulted in ideal
e mice and, in mony locations, Norway rats, Workers had
just spaded -{nwide scme bird enclosures to help contrcl sertain
viral-borre avian diseagses us well as disturb mice nests, We saw several
mice ingide cages being pursued by biwds,

In summary, Dr. Beratino and his staff have observed toxic effects to
captive birds in the use of Talon, a rodenticide registered for use to
control cammensal rodents. They have withdrawn its use in aviary areas
since they sumise that insects (i.e., crickets) contacting this toxic
tait may have accounted for adverse effects to exposed birds, He empha-
sized that they prefer to use nom-toxic controls first, then chemical
redenticides as a last resort, '
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Their experience with Talon suggests the hazard of using this product in

or near aviaries. He indicated that he will contact ICI amd urge tesgting

of Talon using crickets and/or cockroaches and perhaps earthworms to
establish what residues result when these organisms are exposed to the bait.
This type of study is needed to establish the link, if any, in transwitiing
the toxicant to avian species. Adverse impact on nontarget mammals has

not yet been observed at the zoo. Ultimately additional precautionar::
labeling may be suggested in the use of this product,
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